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1920 Senator Warren Harding was very dark had battled stalemate for 
horse the race for the Republican presidential nomi- 

‘At the proper time after the Republican National Conven- 
nation. His crony, mentor and manager, Harry tion meets, some fifteen men, bleary-eyed with loss sleep 

operator behind the scenes. Daugherty made get through they will put him over.” 
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After the prediction had come true The New York 
Times remarked editorially that the nomination 
Harding the fine and perfect flower the 
cowardice and imbecility the Senatorial cabal. 
which for principles had only hatred Mr. 
Wilson and ravening hunger for the offices.” 


Teapot Dome excellent journalistic account 
some the unprincipled and greedy activities Presi- 
dent Harding’s close political associates and friends, 
and especially the activities Albert Fall, the only 
ex-cabinet official serve jail term for his mis- 
deeds office. 


Albert Fall was never one stand formality. 
President Clevenland removed him from the Supreme 
Court the Territory New Mexico because had 
got down from the bench one day personally lead 
posse chasing bandit. 1912 when New Mexico 
was admitted the Union, became its first 
Senator. 1920 was broke and deeply 
debt that thought could longer afford 
Senator. The nomination and election Harding 
however presented him brighter future. When Hard- 
ing was selecting his cabinet his personal choice for 
Secretary State was his close friend from the Senate, 
Albert Fall. Sounder judgments prevailed and Fall 
became Secretary the Interior. 


senator, Fall had frequently and publicly opposed 
the conservation policies instituted the Roosevelt, 
Taft and Wilson administrations. held that the 
government’s public lands should placed the 
hands private interests and exploited rapidly 
possible. sought private exploitation the public 
domain under his control Secretary the Interior. 
Henry Wallace, the new Secretary Agriculture, 
successfully opposed Fall’s attempt get control 
the Forestry Service and its vast forest lands. Fall was 
more successful getting effective control the Naval 
Petroleum Reserves from the more complacent and less 
informed Secretary the Navy, Edwin Denby. The 
Naval Petroleum Reserves had been instituted 1909 
commercial sources became scarce, protected source 
the event war, and bargaining point threat 
private interests sought impose exorbitant prices 
the Navy. Teapot Dome was one three such 
reserved established oil fields. After leasing these oil 
fields secretive fraudulent manner selected 
friends, Fall resigned after three years, having received 
over $400,000 from his oil baron friends bribes for 
his services. 


The first hundred pages the book describe these 
frauds, and the remaining two hundred pages the sub- 
sequent investigations dominated Senator Thomas 
Walsh and prosecutions Owen Roberts and Atlee 
Pomerene, who were appointed special prosecutors 
President Coolidge. 


While Teapot Dome well-known one the biggest 
scandals our political history, the details have never 
before been presented with such clarity. This book, 
which for the first time draws upon the pertinent Secret 
Service report, more than raw material for many 
thrilling detective novel and movie. Teapot Dome 
excellent portrait American politics and adminis- 
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tration its worst, and such, belongs the shelves 


institutional libraries. 
Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Rickover, Education and Freedom 
Dutton. Jan. 30,1959. 256p. $3.50. 


That education must confront the challenges the 
nuclear age has been repeated innumerable times. Very 
few can voice the necessity that confrontation with 
much authority and conviction Vice-Admiral 
Rickover, enviable naval officer who directed the 
crash program nuclear power plants, and responsible 
and stimulating lecturer who can analyze searchingly 
the perils inadequate preparation for the nuclear age. 
has tolerance for bureaucratic red tape, con- 
siders education more important problem than atomic 
power the Navy and argues the problem educa- 
tion way that shows mere theoretician. 
His own intensive training nuclear physics and en- 
gineering began the start the atomic era and when 
was told construct the first nuclear power plant 
for the use the Navy, discovered the difficulties 
producing working force highly educated special- 
ists. His forceful and convincing advocacy edu- 
cational system that will meet the challenges America 
faces today began with that discovery our educa- 
tional deficiencies. 

Rickover insists that his own experience has made evi- 
dent the fact that everyone concerned with designing 
reactors must more broadly and more thoroughly 
educated than the average engineer, and that the think- 
ing and the actions these men should raised 
higher levels competence. The resistances met 
and the road-blocks, technical and non-technical, that 
caused delays his construction nuclear Navy are 
examined length. refers the “intellectual 
educational system that does not produce flexible and 
versatile minds. indicates how foolish are 
refusing profit from Europe’s educational experi- 
ences pointing out how one single branch 
learning theoretical physics Europe has produced 
some men high originality the last 100 
years while the produced only one, Willard 
Gibbs (1839-1900), the great physical chemist, whom 
Lancelot Law Whyte describes “lonely figure who 
did not found school.” The superiority our own 
standard living according Rickover has been owing 
the fact that applied European techniques 
vast, fabulously rich land rather than any superiority 
Americans competence, determination, industry, 
education. the present time when Russia has 
begun apply European techniques her own vast 
land, are meeting competition equal terms. 


Certain assumptions prevailing our country have 
contributed lengthening the lead time from two 
one-half years during World War ten years today. 
This lead time the factor that more than any other 
most likely win the next war for the nation which 
succeeds reducing significantly below that its 
competitor. Rickover probes these assumptions 
cautions against their lulling into complacency— 
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(1) world war has become deadly both sides 
that men are not likely start another one; (2) our 
great edge productive capacity will prove decisive 
the next world war was the first two; (3) our 
system capitalist democracy will prevail because 
mankind the best hope for freedom and for spir- 
and material gain; (4) our superior inventive 
genius will guarantee good technological margin 
over enemy. 


This book must read slowly because there are 
many points recommend: the analysis the mean- 
ing profession; the appraisal our energy resources 
and our future; the problem population; the inade- 
quacies our programs for talented students; the sug- 
gestions what can and what must do. 
There sobering chapter the balance sheet 
education and the theory life adjustment the 
real objective the American school. Rickover will 
have some dissenters here when asserts that Dewey’s 
emphasis fitting curricula the desires and interests 
children, his depreciation absolute values, his de- 
mand for education which will “useful” for the 
student and his revolutionary thesis that schools must 
“condition very opposite what 
schools the West had heretofore considered their 
goal—all this offered simple solution for “selling” 
mass education America. 


Thomas Wassmer, Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Thomas The Waist-High Culture 
Harper. Jan. 26,1959. 275p. $4.00. 


“Those powerful forces our society who aim their 
arts the most us, that enormous middle between 
low and high, have given waist-high culture.” 


This Time editor Thomas Griffith’s appraisal the 
present level American culture and his indictment 
the agencies which have fostered this dreary result. 
Music, theater, and art once enjoyed only the elite 
are now beamed the millions, not with any idea 


the public taste raising the level appre- 


ciation, but only offer modicum satisfaction 
the profitable middle. The lords radio, cinema and 
television cannot excuse the poor quality their offer- 
ings the plea that it’s “what the public wants.” 
judicious use these powerful media com- 
munication the public can moved want something 
better. Furthermore the all pervading influence the 
movies and television hinders the progress educa- 
tion, for teachers must deal with minds thronged with 
hillbilly singers, advertising jingles, and cowboys. “We 
have left,” writes Mr. Griffith, “the dissemination 
culture the hands those who feel ultimate 
duty beyond profit.” any wonder that the poor, har- 
American expresses preference for 
The cowboy, his horse, gun, and prairie home repre- 
sent escape from the artificialities American life. 


The foregoing may taken sample the content 
and the tone Mr. Griffith’s reflections America. 
The first third the book autobiography and con- 
tains account his origins Seattle and the begin- 
ning his newspaper career the Seattle Times. 
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Since 1943 has been with Time magazine, has ad- 
vanced steadily his present position Foreign News 
editor. parts Two and Three Mr. Griffith settles 
down his subject, takes cursory glance Europe 
and long look his native land. His purpose 
examine not reform, and has remedy for our ills 
and only the faintest hope that things will turn out all 
right. The book model excellent journalism 
discerning and knowledgeable reporter and un- 
doubtedly will come regarded important 
piece social criticism. Its fault that ignores 
unaware the factors which have brought about the 
decline Western culture (which includes America), 
namely, the abandonment the spiritual and moral 
values which gave life and meaning our civilization. 
When religion and culture are separated the result 
must decline culture though may promote 
material prosperity. his discussion religion 
American life Mr. had excellent oppor- 
tunity explore this theme, but let pass, pleading 
ignorance the subject. had not taken the trouble 
inform himself the really fundamental issue, the 
relation between religion and culture. admits, how- 
ever, that the attack religious authority has “loosened 
the moorings society,” and has left man confused 
and frustrated. Nevertheless, Mr. Griffith’s book 
clear picture the present and deplorable state 
American culture. does not answer the questions 
raises, but least raises them. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Kinkead, Eugene Every War But One 
Norton. 219p. $3.75. 


expansion article written for The New Yorker 
(Oct. 26, 1957), this tells what happened the 
vaunted American GI’s courage when, for the first time 
history, they came into direct contact with Com- 
munist enemy the prison camps Korea. Basing 
his conclusions the intensive five-year study made 
the Army, Eugene Kinkead gives shameful 
record softness the part our younger generation 
and offers solution that touches every American, 
young and old. 


cite few facts from the record: only four days 
after the opening hostilities the Korean War, 
American Army officer broadcast from Seoul 
hundred-word message the enemy’s behalf; articles 
captured praising life under communism and 
calling all Americans “aggressive warmongers,” began 
appear almost immediately the comunist-domi- 
nated press throughout the world; general breakdown 
morale was widespread that one out every 
three prisoners was guilty some kind treacherous 
activity, some even agreeing act espionage agents 
returning home; and, not only was there not single 
successful American escape from any these perma- 
nent prison camps, but twenty-one young Americans 
made the public choice enemy’s form govern- 
ment over their own. 


Physical torture brutal brainwashing might have ex- 
cused such conduct. But not one instance physical 
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torture force man collaborate has ever been 
proved against the Chinese communists. They made 
use mental pressure, physical hardships, psychologi- 
cal methods repetition, harassment and humiliation; 
but every prisoner who became collaborator did 
because was confirmed Socialist before the war, 
because was downright coward, oppor- 
tunist seeking special favors, just one who chose the 
path least resistance. matter fact, both the 
Army investigation and this book clearly show that 
those who actually resisted all pressure and refused 
submit any type indoctrination were the fortunate 
ones. The hard labor they had endure served 
keep them busy, improved their health, and gave them 
better outlook. Once they refused talk, they were 
left alone; whereas, those who yielded were hounded 
day and night for more and more information, more 
and more cooperation. 


The attitude the captured Turks, not one whom 
died captivity, the perfect proof this. the 
Chinese wanted something done the Turks, they 
had through the Turkish chain command. 
“They could kill us,” said their Colonel afterwards, 
“but they could not make what did not want 
do.” Turk was told his commanding officer 
prison share his food, shoulder litter, and 
refused, would have his teeth knocked out, not 
his superior, but the fellow Turk nearest him. 


Mr. Kinkead points out, silence and discipline from 
the time capture until release afforded the best 
chance survival and the only answer communist 
techniques. Men were not tortured nor did they die 
result their refusal give more information 
than their name, rank, serial number, and date birth. 
Treason began offering information 
facts, and deaths were due more the ignorance 
the prisoners themselves than any mistreatment. 


This book indeed worth reading, for deals with 
matter that vital interest all. demon- 
strates clearly the obligation have instill our 
young men understanding the differences between 
our way life and the communist way life. More 
important, shows how should respect truth, 
hate injustice, strive bring back into our American 
homes set sound moral principles and the strength 


John McNicholas, 


University Scranton 


Degler, Carl Out Our Past 
Harper. 484p. $6.00. 

Whether Professor Degler’s contribution Harper’s 
New American Nation Series accorded pass- 
ing failing grade depends entirely upon the category 
written and insightful—though sometimes superficial— 
summary what calls “the forces that shaped 
modern America,” will prove extremely valuable and 
enlightening the amateur “spare-time” student 
history. His balanced re-statement Turner’s frontier 
thesis; his perceptive discussion Puritan America and 
lasting contribution; his telling exploration and evalu- 
ation the “Black Reconstruction” myth; and, finally 
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his neat recapitulation the significant changes 
direction represented what calls “the Third 
American Revolution” following upon the Great De. 
pression the 1930’s—these are particularly well done 
and, his extensive bibliography essay clearly indicates, 
represent much careful inquiry his part. 


But one who looks this work for lasting and major 
contribution will forced confess many grave 
givings. The very freshness treatment and style 
seem sacrifice much the cautious restraint that 
would mar more scholarly venture. some respects, 
the reader will find this book little more than 
journalistic survey the indicated subject matter, some- 
times grossly over-generalized. sociologist, this 
reviewer would not prepared accept this 
critical isolation and identification social forces with- 
out more adequate description Degler’s manner 
selection, comparison and control. the same token, 
inclined doubt that most professional historians 
will grant that the literary benefits and advantges gained 
can justify the virtually complete disregard elemen- 
tary scholarly amenities. For example, the frequent 
use direct quotation without specific citation was 
annoying this reader; should like know whether 
statement attributed political leader was made 
the course public address, private correspond- 
encefi chance conversation. 


Similarly, one troubled the use phrases that 
may meaningless five ten years—if, indeed, 
their meaning generally clear today the author 
seems think. refer this the “post-Hokinson 
era,” illustrate major point such parallels 
“the recent fight over the Dixon and Yates contract” 
“as did Milly Rindge Herrick’s novel” suggests 
that Degler sees himself writing for strictly con- 
temporary audience. fair, then, raise the ques- 
tion whether such limitation time all proper 
what apparently intended replacement for 
the standard old Nation” series. 


Gordon Zahn, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Larson, Arthur What Are For 
Harper. Feb. 9,1959. 173p. $2.95. 


Mr. Larson would make wonderful teacher. His book 
classic concise, clear writing. There nothing 
shallow his factual account the political and 
economic schema America. Evidently Mr. Larson 
was jolted into his thesis when got tired America’s 
foreign policy becoming seeming anti-policy. 
his book emphasizes and explores the positive accent 
our American way life. quote Mr. Larson 
and have reached only precarious midpoint the 
most radical political economic experiment 
turies.” 


Lucidly Mr. Larson proves that the three elements 
modern industry—private enterprise, 
and government—are mutually helpful 
His use homely example strike home 
enliven the whole book especially for tyro economists. 
These proven conclusions were absolutely new me— 
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that while our production system based labor 
obtained per hour basis, our distribution system 
based the assumption most Americans live the 
equivalent annual salary; the obsolescence the 
Marx-Hegee idea conflict; that the United States with 
its veterans hospital system actually operates larger 
socialized hospital system than Britain does; and many 
other thoughtt provoking topics. Throughout this very 
readable book Mr. Larson holds the democratic way 
What Are For under the clear light truth 
and common sense. Paralleling this picture the 
shoddy, macabre, negativistic blueprint Communism. 
Every thinking American will enjoy this positive ap- 
proach what America stands for and where America 


going. 
Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Wheaton, Maryland 

Capers, Gerald 


Stephen Douglass: Defender the Union 
Little, Brown. Feb. 9,1959. 227p. $3.50. 


Some men attain greatness their day only have 
their figure overshadowed someone greater. This 
briefly the story Stephen Douglass who was known 
“the little giant.” life’s story the traditional 
American success-drama the early and mid-nine- 
teenth century. Douglass, Vermont born, moved into 
the frontier New York State, later made 
fortune real estate what was then sprawling 
villeg called Chicago. shrewd and rough-and-tumble 
lawyer, entered politics and found that that was 
where belonged. Attorney-general and then Supreme 
Court justice his adopted state, went the 
Congress representative, then senator, and finally 
was candidate for the presidency 1860. his brief, 
years, Douglass lived full life. 


Mr. Capers, head the history department New- 
comb College, Tulane University, has written here 
splendid, brief biography this “defender the 
Union,” which included the “Library American 
Biographies.” Lack important footnotes and more 
orderly listing sources would seem this reviewer 
prevent this being called “definitive” life; but for 
popular reading, this will more than suffice inform. 


Having repudiated the Beards’ economic determinism 
well any monistic approach the cause the 
Civil War, Mr. Capers casts the drama Douglass 
the milieu sectional northeast, northwest, 
old South, southwest and the whole kit-and-kaboodle 
overshadowed the question slavery. readily 
admits that one can write biography and remain 
neutral; both the times and the personality the sub- 
ject must flow through the pen onto paper. But Capers 
has kept the perspective well focus. Douglass was 
character, orator, land-speculator, party hack, 
compromiser, patriot, but above all leader the Demo- 
cratic Party and one who always viewed the “irrespon- 
sible conflict” stupid and totally 

apers present Douglass was and his passages 
contrasting Douglass and Lincoln are excellent. His 
conclusion, “had Douglass lived, quite conceivable 
that the course both war and reconstruction might 
have been somewhat different,” based the supposi- 
tion that the Union ticket 1864 would have been 
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Lincoln and Douglass, rather than Lincoln and Johnson. 
And that “if” for Civil War buffs argue about 


long winter evening. 
Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Fuchs, Vivian and Edmund Hillary 
The Crossing Antarctica 
Little, Brown. Feb. 328p. $7.50. 


Sixty-four pages photographic illustrations, half 
them breath-taking color, are not included the 
pagination this handsome and thoroughly satisfying 
book describing the 2500-mile trek across the polar con- 
tinent Antarctica late 1957. The expedition, 
headed Dr. Vivian Fuchs, since knighted, the first 
successfully have crossed the antarctic wastes ice, 
snow, crevasses, bare stone wastes, blasted treacher- 
ously sudden and severe icy winds, burned the sun 
some days. From Scott Base Ross Sea, Everest con- 
queror Hillary heading New Zealand support party 
reached the South Pole before Fuchs, having, route, 
explored the route which Fuchs’ party, driving from 
Shackleton Base, would take after reaching the South 
Pole. The casual reader, those who have have 
plot hold their interest, will find this 
rather slow-going times, the careful preparations 
and the equally careful precautions the way are 
detailed. But the adventure-lover and the adult reader 
interested reliving, howbeit vicariously, great ad- 
venture will enthralled. And the photographs, par- 
ticularly those color, are spectacular. 


Manchee, Fred The Huckster’s Revenge 
Nelson. Feb. 308p. $3.95. 


The remark attributed figure from show business, 
don’t care what they’re saying long they’re 
talking about The same reaction cannot said 
the grey-flanneled men from Madison Avenue. 
Ever since Frederic Wakeman’s The Hucksters, they 
have been (at minimum) annual target for novel- 
ists and social commentators. the latter class the 
most devastating have been Spectorsky’s The Exur- 
banites and, more recently Packard’s The Hidden Per- 
suaders. Packard has levelled some really serious—and 
generally unsupported that are all 
danger insidiously subtle and clever subliminal influ- 
ences; that these sharpies from the Big Town can brain- 
wash before know has happened! And Sloan 
Wilson gave best-seller picture the sincere Man 
the Grey Flannel Suit which was made into slick 
Hollywood product seen millions. Does any one 
why advertising people have paranoia com- 
plex. 


Well, Madison Avenue finally has produced Don 
Quixote tilt lance the windy mills derision: 
Fred Manchee (now retired), Treasurer Batten, Bar- 
ton, Durstine and Osborn. Mr. Manchee all shook 
from these “slanted” views the profession 
which devoted his mature life. So, series 
topically arranged essays manages accomplish 
(1) personal katharsis release his pent feeling 
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reaction Wilson, Packard et. cie.; (2) nosegay 
nostalgia highlights his own career and (3) 
sentimental rose his confreres B.B.D. 


Despite the fact that each chapter prefaced with 
noxiously example egoistic schizophrenia, 
Manchee has some trenchant remarks and observations 
about the business and the people it. tries 
give the reader the human side the humans—and 
this where least successful because becomes 
romantically banal his choice episodes. Instead 
brilliant, perceptive and talented people, (Bruce 
Barton, Alex Osborn, Ben Duffy), meeting the definite 
challenges intrinsic the nature this fiercely com- 
petitive business, Manchee gives the little homey 
touches: Ben was once the office boy, sat the Presi- 
dent’s chair and then ran home tell his parents! 
And Robey Feland (dying cancer after long career 
conscientious but fair-minded predecessor Man- 
chee) punching the clock his last day—a shining 
example all the employees who loved him. (See 
what mean about banal sentimentality!) 


“The Truth About Life Madison Avenue” the 
modest subtitle the cover Manchee’s book. The 
men Chicago, Los Angeles and all the other 
major markets are going dislike this New York nar- 
cissism. And the general reader may not find par- 
ticularly enlightening. But the book has been published 
Nelson—publisher the greatest best seller all 
time. all the people employed B.B.D (and 
mentioned the book) each buys copy, Nelson will 
have tie-breaker for the title. 

John Coppinger, 

Elmhurst, Illinois 


Wakefield, Dan Island the City 
Houghton, Mifflin. Feb. 12,1959. 278p. $4.00. 

Subtitled “The World Spanish Harlem,” this book 
seeks give the reader insight into the lives 
Puerto Ricans who, having left one island, find another 
the Spanish Harlem New York City. The author, 
who obviously sympathetic with the subjects his 
study, has written revealing and disturbing book. His 
sympathy has not blinded him the limitations 
which Puerto Ricans like all other humans are heir. 
Within the framework their human frailty Wake- 
field has drawn picture the strengths and weak- 
nesses, successes and failures, tragedies and triumphs 


the 600,000 Puerto Ricans New York City. 


Here people, citizens birth, yet aliens culture, 
drawn New York find escape from the dead end 
Puerto Rico, only find “deader” end New 
York. story culture impositions, first the 
Spanish and then the Americans, with resultant 
conflicts and the status marginal man, straddling 
several cultures and belonging none. 


The high incidence drug addiction among Puerto 
Ricans, the blending spiritualism with Christianity, 
the three-session school conducted English for non- 
English-speaking children, the sweatshops and union 
exploitation, the political run-around which are part 
the Puerto Ricans’ life New York, all are graphi- 
cally described. 


For those who complain about the Puerto Rican influx, 
this book prescribed reading. Those who seek 
better understanding these people and their prob 
lems will greatly helped that end Island 


the City. 
John Baldi, 
Chairman, Department Social 
Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Casanova Seingalt, Jacques 

Venetian Years: The Memoirs Casanova 
Translated Arthur Machen. Putnam. Feb. 1959, 
729p. $5.00. 
Casanova, the great lover, lived from 1725 1798; 
roughly contemporary Benjamin Franklin 
1790). The last years his life were spent 
librarian, (of all things). During these latter years 
wrote his “memoirs.” one can accuse him writ- 
ing them for profit because they did not turn until 
years after his death, when they fell into the hands 
German publisher, named Brockhaus. 


Brockhaus had the manuscript translated into German 
and published volumes. also decided bring 
out French edition but before doing had Casanova’s 
French corrected scholar. (Casanova wrote the 
memoirs French but his native language was Italian.) 
This French edition, very much altered and with very 
much omitted, appeared volume volume between 
1826 and 1837. 

This present edition “the first translation, based 
careful research into all the avialable texts, that gives 
the English-speaking public access all the gusto and 
humour the original masterpiece.” says the dust 
cover. The translation evidently tries hard keep 
very close the original because words appear which 
are very rare usage, e.g., “He emerged from tartan.” 
This makes the translation only about and 
perfect. 


This the first volume series six, which are 
published later. The subtitle “In 
means “Early Years” because Casanova was constantly 
the move, getting far away Constantinople 
this first volume. During the first 400 pages this 
volume Casanova had received 
the age the four minor orders—and wears ecclesi- 
astical garb. Four years this and becomes 
officer the Venetian Navy. tires this and 
comes professional violinist theatre orchestra; 
and the book leaves him sort combination career, 
seer, physician and pseudo grandee. Amazingly 
only years old turn over the 728th page. 


The book must looked two ways. The first con- 
cerns his romances. These form loose chain 
tinuity. was almost always pursuing some woman 
girl, (two lesat were very young, twelve 
teen), with varying success. recent American medi- 
cal journal claimed that Casanova was the eunuchoid 
type and that his romances were mostly talk, for which 
they offer least one very convincing proof. 

The other aspect the book the picture gives 


ordinary life those days. For example, life the 
Vatican was much less formal, believe Casanova. 
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tells visit which paid the Pope. they 
were walking and down chatting, asked the Pope 
for permission read the books the Index and 
eat meat Fridays. The Pope granted these but 
reminded Casanova that was not dispensing him 
from fasting. Casanova regretted that did not get 
the permission writing because had great trouble 
getting meat served him. The inn keepers did not 
believe him. 

the preface this volume are told that investi- 
gation has proved that Casanova writing history and 
not fiction. The argumentation followed was that the 
main places, names and events are true; therefore, 
everything true. You could use the same arguments 
prove that Don’t Near the Water accurate 
account the Second World War. Probably Casa- 
nova would the first laugh this state opinion 
because was quite practical joker. The book 
clearly story that hold the opposite ridiculous; 
except perhaps visitor from Mars. 

This not obscene book. fact rubbing shoulders 
with the average modern best seller would con- 
servative. Probably the run the mill detective story 
has more detailed descriptions sex; moreover these 
sections are written sort poetic prose which relies 
more vague suggestion than actual description. 


The book really charming. The writing delicate, 
humorous, and very easy read. There not dull 
page. not engrossing the bad sense—that 
tush the end—but engrossing that are carried 
from page page and chapter chapter very 
gentle and effective way. matter fact this 
volume ends right the middle episode. 


1834 the French edition the Memoirs was placed 
the Index Forbidden Books and the reason 
clearly evident. underlying philosophy the 
book is: sexual sins are small, every beautiful woman 
challenge; that life game; that should follow 
the spirit adventure, wherever leads; that living 
one’s wits better than working; that marriage 
not satisfying state life. These statements are clear- 
wrong and would lead the human race disaster 


followed. 
James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Mann, Thomas Last Essays 
Translated from the German Richard and Clara Winston 
and Tania and James Stern. Knopf. Feb. 16, 1959. 
$4.50. (IIa) 

“Some Thomas Mann’s essays are the best their 
kind German literature.” These words Karl 
Stern eminently apply the Last Essays Thomas 
Mann. literary figure for more than fifty years, 
Mann ended his prolific career with essays four men 
letters who greatly influenced his own literary life: 
Schiller, Goethe, Nietzsche, and the Russian Anoton 
Chekhov. 


Thomas Mann was the first writer German literature 
who was able break down the barriers between the 
nearly inacessible depth German literature and the 
non-German reader. non-German readers, the works 
Schiller and Goethe are names and not experiences 
are, for example, the works Shakespeare. But 
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Mann, who shared the metaphysical outlook his 
fellow countrymen, has found way express the 
message his literary for modern, and 
especially non-German audience. 

The first essay, “On Schiller,” was written for the 150th 
anniversary the great poet’s death, and certainly 
one the finest things Mann has written. means 
choice quotations and profound understanding 
the life and works the famous author William 
Tell, Mann sketches life-like image Schiller for us. 
The Poet alive again. re-lives the creation 
some the greatest poems and dramas Western 
world literature. sits the Weimar theater for 
the premieres his great plays. once again the 
friend the great Goethe, being helped by, and help- 
ing the great master German letters. Mann writes 
Schiller had been most intimate friend. 
writes his works had been their author: 
their music, best heard The Maid Orleans; their 
wonderous art seen The Wallenstein Triology; the 
theatrical idiom invented, “the most brilliant, rhe- 
torically stirring idiom that was ever created Ger- 
many, perhaps the world.” And there the mes- 
sage the great poet the world, even our world 
today: “Labor quietly for the building better 
ideas, purer principles, and nobler ethics upon which 
all betterment the world ultimately depends.” 


“Fantasy Goethe,” the second essay, the title 
indicates, familiar memoir the “most comprehen- 
sive, many-sided dilettante that ever lived.” Mann 
recognized authority Goethe, and this short but 
pithy essay have the natural overflow his many 
years study about the master German poet. the 
essay Goethe young student Leipzig living such 
wild and irregular life that was forced abandon 
his studies. student law Strassburg, win- 
ning friends with his electric personality and radiant 
talent. the Councillor Karl August Saxe- 
Weimer, position which enables him devote him- 
self entirely his art. great lover; falling 
love; disappointed love; and loving all over again 
eighty-one, dying and then suddenly recovering with 
enough energy complete the fourth act Faust. 
Thus the great genius lived, and continued live till 
the end, sensitive, curious, full life, ever eager about 
new things. This Mann’s picturesque essay about 
the great Goethe. 

Philosophy the Light Recent History” 
subtle and profound study the harbinger 
Nazism, the frail and honorably tragic figure who has 
been somewhat illumined the lightenings these 
times upheaval. sick neurotic man who drove 
himself beyond all his limits till became the 
mouthpiece and advocate blatant brute force, 
the callous conscience, Evil itself.” That Nietzsche. 
Apart from his personality, Nietzsche cannot under- 
stood. Whatever did was the extreme. Even his 
pride knew limits. “Goethe, Shakespeare Dante 
would not for moment able breathe the 
tude Zarathustra (his favorite work).” This loyal 
disciple Schopenhauer had what Mann terms “aesthe- 
tic drunkenness”—“life can justified only 
aesthetic phenomenon.” Mann treats especially well 
what calls the two basic errors Nietzsche’s 
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philosophy, but might take exception his state- 
ment that Nietzsche was the greatest psychologist 
morality the history modern thought. 


“Chekhov” the brief retracing the life the 
“modest” Russian short story writer who Mann revered 
highly. Chekhov, doctor profession, spent his 
leisure time writing and attained narrative style that 
unsurpassed European literature.” Chekhov died 
young man, “too early for Russia and too early for the 
world.” His work however still highly admired and 
even his short lifetime known one the 
foremost constructers modern Russian. 


Weary Hour,” short story Mann (1905) whose 
protagonist Schiller reprinted appendix along 
with listing the first German and American editions 
Mann’s works. 

Last Essays Thomas Mann very worthwhile book 
for anyone interested literature and good writing. 
Mann model essayist, indeed, real artist. 


Leigh Bradley, O.F.M. Cap., 
Marathon, Wisconsin 


Neumann, Peter The Black March 
Sloane. Feb. 11,1959. 312p. $4.00. (IIb) 


Subtitled “The Personal Story Man,” this book 
the amplification diary kept from the late Thirties 
near the end the Second World War. Peter 
Neumann began his service for Germany member 
the Wittenberg Hitler Youth. school and 
the other students learn Nazi version history. 
Their training disregards accepted moral behaviour; 
from this neglect the natural law men become amoral 
brutes: this sad situation apparent throughout this 
book. thoroughly are the German youth indoctri 
nated with Nazism that Neumann’s sister denounces 
her father the Gestapo and, result, Friedrich 
Neumann imprisoned for anti-Nationalist activities. 
one the Hitler Youth, Neumann participates 
the state breeding experiments which are intended 
produce “pure” Aryan children. Neumann also par- 
ticipates various (Schutzstaffel) military exercises 
designed harden future soldiers. typical exercise: 
Twelve boys are lined time. They are given 
spade with which dig foxhole twenty minutes. 
the end the stipulated period armored cars race 
toward the boys; unless the foxholes are large enough 
for the boys burrow in, the youths are killed the 
cars. “Thus,” remarks Neumann, “do learn cour- 
age—at the risk our lives.” 

Neumann becomes officer and assigned the 5th 
(Viking) Division. His units attack east and south, 
toward the Ukrainian plain. The blitzkrieg advances 
fantastic speed, but when the Dnieper reached, 
the fighting becomes more violent and difficult. The 
Russian partisan attacks increase. retaliation, the 
wipes out almost the whole population Karasnaya. 
The advance continues. There terrifying battle 
for Rostov. The Russians yield. The Caucasus lies 
before the Germans; soon they are five hundred miles 
southward approaching the Caspian. this point 
Neumann’s division sent north assist the other 
German armies Stalingrad. The Vikings, however, 
are unable prevent the change tide, and now 


the Russians’ turn advance and push the Germans 
continuously into retreat. the battle for Vienna, 
Neumann captured the Russians. 


The Black March powerful and absorbing book. 
valuable for the picture gives German youth 
under Hitler, and likewise valuable for its informa- 
tive exposition military techniques and for its battle 
accounts the German offensive the Caspian. After 
Stalingrad, the author loses heart; the story then be- 
comes episodic, less personal, and less vivid. The end- 
ing abrupt and anticlimatic, and the style often 
unnecessarily choppy, but the book realistic docu- 
ment war perceptive and persuasive. This 
masculine book: the movement brisk and firm; the 
insights are true, and stirring action abounds. Although 
atrocities are described, the author manages handle 
these events without offending good taste. This incisive 
book well worth reading and well worth library 


ownership. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
Pfeitter, Ede Child Communism 


Crowell. Feb. 213p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Child Communism account how despotic 
totalitarian state can change happy, unrealistic school 
boy from middle class intellectual family into bitter, 
disconsolate youth, almost suicide. 

Ede was carefree boy living with younger sister, 
well educated mother and distinguished music-teacher 
father Budapest. eight years age could not 
conceive the war affecting his life; the sounds 
mortars and firing outside the city were not imminent, 
could not affect his life play and stamp collecting— 
thought. 

The initial contact with the Russian soldiers the 
city bomb shelter was one brutality. After the fall 
Hungary there was well-planned, consistently ap- 
plied system control established. The part the 
government affecting Ede most was the school; then 
the Youth Pioneers and the summer labor camps, DISZ. 
The Communist youth evaluated both the curricu- 
lar and the extra-curricular. 

The error authorities underestimating the coun- 
try’s manpower needs was responsible for rejecting his 
application the university, spite very successful 
secondary school career. was surplus 
needed the plan. Having been sent 
nous work the state telephone company, disappoint- 
ment changed bitterness. Frequent sex brutalities 
and tacit endorsement sex practices especially the 
Pioneers make the book fit only for the reading the 


mature adult. 
Lennon, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


(Anastasia Romanov?) 
Anastasia: The Autobiography the 
Grand-duchess Russia 
Harcourt, Brace. Jan. 21,1959. 282p. $4.75. 
Fascinating reading this, written the woman who 
now claims and claimed some the only 
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viving daughter Nicholas II, last Czar Russia. 
Since the play and the motion picture based this 
enigma, most are familiar with the outline this 
story the girl who may have survived the massacre 
the royal family the cellars Ekaterinburg. Here 
are given details Anastasia’s happy life court, her 
harrowing escape cart from Siberia, her sicknesses, 
adventures recognition and final retirement hut 
the Black Forest where she now lives. 


Documented and illustrated with pictures the Roma- 
novs, this “autobiography” reads like first-class ad- 
venture tale until about the middle, where suddenly 
this comment Mrs. Rathlef who has been Anas- 
tasia’s companion for almost year: 

“From the beginning, felt the patient was means 

feeble-minded, but quite intelligent person, although her 

horizon was narrow and her range interests very limited. 

Her interest and inner life was always concentrated 

However, the story picks momentum when the son 
her father’s physician, Gleb Botkin, arranges for 
Anastasia America and stay with her cousin, 
Princess Xenia Oyster Bay. whole new series 
intrigues begin, ending Anastasia’s commitment 
mental home Westchester. After year she 
returned Germany, mysteriously, and cared for with 
great kindness Hospital, where they found her 
need treatment. One cannot help but 
interested this story and regret the authoress must 
end bitter note, 

“Yet, would like live this loneliness, for the quiet 


around has become and familiar me, and 
hate inquisitive strangers coming disturb peace.” 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Wilkins, Vaughan Consort for Victoria 
Doubleday. Feb. 12,1959. 284p. ($3.95. (IIb) 


Queen Victoria had proposed Prince Albert Saxe- 
Coburg-Gotha, and would announce her betrothal 
the Privy Council few days. Little did she suspect 
that her enemies, the King Hanover and the Tories, 
were plotting turn this proposal into scandal that 
would shake England that the Queen would liter- 
ally dethroned. Prince Albert, they were going prove, 
was bastard, and even had Jewish blood him! 
Albert’s father, Ernest, had been far from virtuous 
man. His mother, whom Ernest had divorced because 
adultery, was known have been unfaithful 
her husband. Could that Albert really was 
result her unfaithfulness? 

Alexander Cobbold, the loose-tongued agent the 
King Hanover was sent Aldhaven obtain proof 
Albert’s illegitimacy with the assistance certain 
Dr. Inness and his friends. Pure accident brought Major 
Richard Houldway into acquaintance with Cobbold. 
And Cobbold indiscreetly revealed his mission the 
wrong man. 

With more motive than genuine patriotism, and the 
thought what might happen England, the Major 
set work against the King Hanover and his agents. 
For assistants Houldway chose Mrs. Fancy Eves, very 
Pretty, twenty-eight-year-old grandmother who loved 
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excitement and was born sleuth, and adventure 
loving proprietor the Neptune Hotel, Mr. Raikes. 


Major Houldway and his company took news the 
plot and its schemers the Prime Minister. Immedi- 
ately, summoned agent the Coburg family and 
demanded proof against the assertion the plotters. 


The friends Dr. Inness whom Cobbold had come 
see were none other than former and revengeful para- 
mour Albert’s father, and greedy and disloyal 
friend his mother. Their evidence was pack 
letters sold the King Hanover. The letters 
were true, but whereas they were originally written 
with date attached them, they now were dated. 
moment weakness Dr. Inness laid bare the lie. 


Consort for Victoria completes trilogy Mr. Wilkins. 
The other two parts are the best-seller, And So—Vic- 
toria, and Seven Tempest. Mr. Wilkins has devised 
fascinating plot and has rendered exceedingly well. 
genius suspense. His characters are very 
much alive. Although find some profanity and 
descripitons illicit love affairs Consort for Victoria, 
the author has used these devices only portray the 
less favorable characters, and has off-set these with 
virtuous heroes that the book’s moral tone quite 
good. well being good historical novel, Consort 
for Victoria thrilling mystery story. fact, had 
the story taken place hundred years later, would 
have been worthy famous sleuth, Perry Mason 


Hercule Poirot. 
Leigh Bradley, O.F.M. Cap., 
Saint Anthony Friary, 
Marathon, Wisconsin 


Fry, Humphrey the Cap Fits 
Day. Feb. 12,1959. 190p. $3.50. 

the Cap Fits zany journey into the academe 
grove private school for boys, aptly named Simeon 
Stylites. The faculty collection real characters 
who all have the ivy-league look plus the shell 
oddity that many associate with the profession teach- 
ing. Foremost among the professors Willoughby, 
huge, friendly type who beloved all, who called 
“Willo,” and who mixes super-duper cocktail called 
the Willoughby Special. sometimes gets trouble 
with the English teacher, Ajax Claxton, because Willo 
thinks aposiopesis disease and can’t distinguish 
hendiadys from anacoluthon. good deal the first 
half the novel, which narrated the first person 
the headmaster, Gladstone Meredith, concerned 
with Willo’s bushy beard. raised during vaca- 
tion. School authorities are fearful that parents will 
mistake him for Russian spy. Willo convinces almost 
everyone that beards are sign virility. The school 
administration’s campaign have him shave 
failure. Ajax Claxton, the English purist, adds the 
comedy when Mamie Smathers, mother one the 
students and author several best sellers such “From 
Beer Maternity,” “Sinner’s Scope,” nauseam, falls 
for him. Mamie’s dialogue pretty artificial but the 
anomaly earthy author and ivory tower pedagogue 
milked for every possible laugh. Throughout this 
wandering tale the inner doings Simeon Stylites 
the author’s style seems choke off any real action. 
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After few pages the reader will tire the well- 
sprinkled Latin bon mots and the terribly forced humor. 
For example (p. 36), believe there’s play the 
subject called “Lizzie’s Charter.” “Do you mean ‘Lysis- 
And again (p. 56) the poet Browning 
put it, “And did you once see Salisbury 
mean thought was ‘Shelley Plain.’” One the 
humorous highpoints Willo’s persuading the total 
abstainer, Trumper Forbes, imbibe Willo gives 
Mr. Forbes delightfully pseudo-Freudian analysis 
his son’s inner ego. The conclusion the homespun 
psychologist was that the Forbes boy had Ovaltine 
Complex. this chapter the action and comedy de- 
velopment outrides the heavy handed style and 
enjoyable. Unfortunately, this does not happen often 
enough. Humor must deftly and lightly handled, 
otherwise the reader feels swimming mineral 
oil. That was impression. This novel, slap- 
stick, may dramatize better than reads. strains 
even the funny bone when you read Ajax becoming 
burglar order obtain experience for his role 
“Raffles” Cape stock theater. adult readers 
enjoyed The Belles St. Trinians they may enjoy its 
male counterpart, the Cap Fits. 


Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X. 


Whitehill, Joseph The Angers Spring 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Feb. 10, 1959. 373p. $4.50. (IIb) 
Not especially imaginative and rather flimsy plot 
this first novel heralded the publisher “an exciting 
picture American profession hitherto unexplored 
fiction: electronics engineering.” There are many 
ways considering this claim depending your inter- 
pretation what exciting and your understanding 
about electronics engineering. One opinion that The 
Angers Spring dull affair, not unintentionally 
garnished with its sexual interludes the precise mo- 
ment ennui most apt set the reader. 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 


FICTION 
Pasternak 
O’Hara 


Oct. 
Dec. 15, 
Uris Oct. 15, 
Dennis Sept. 15, 


Women and Thomas Harrow 
Victorine (IIa) Keyes Nov. 
Lolita (IV) 15, 
Anatomy Murder (IIb) Traver Jan. 15, 
The King Must Die (IIb) Renault Aug. 
The Best Everything (IV) Jaffe Sept. 15, 
Mrs. ’Arris Goes Paris (1) Gallico Dec. 


NON-FICTION 

Golden Aug. 
Heyerdahl 
Montgomery Dec. 
Wedemeyer 
Boyington Aug. 
Costain Nov. 15, 
Galbraith July 


Doctor Zhivago 

From the Terrace 

Exodus (IIb) 

Around the World with 
Auntie Mame (IIb) 

The Ugly American (1) 


Only America (Ila) 
(Ila) 

Memoirs 

Wedemeyer Reports! 
Baa, Baa Black Sheep (Ila) 
The Three Edwards (Ila) 
The Affluent Society (1) 
Inside Russia Today (Ila) 
The Civil War (1) Foote Nov. 15, 
The Coming the New Deal (Ila) Schlesinger 


Best SELLERs 


Actually very simple story. Paul Mockley, recently 
graduated from Western City College with B.S. 
gree engineering, applies for job with the Ragle 
Measurement Company. With openings for engi- 
neers available, Paul grudgingly accepts position 
assistant the head accountant, Arthur Tenney, old- 
fashioned his methods and months behind his 
records. Within short order Paul has brought the 
records date, the meantime learning whatever 
can about the small firm’s line products, 
tion methods and sales. Not too subtle his approach, 
steps the toes some the old-timers. Among 
them Spicer, the machinist, vulgar and coarse, 
well John Bohan, machine designer. Yet they 
tolerate the brash young fellow and accept him for 
what worth makes rapid rise with the way 
which gets things accomplished and the manner 
which impresses the top man, Howard Ragle. 


Vis-a-vis Paul Evelyn Magee, Bohan’s assistant the 
drafting department. Not overly attractive, Evelyn 
manages play her part well the game cat and 
mouse which develops between her and Paul. long 
last, after much parrying and delaying action, the reader 
trapped into what referred Paul’s “intensely 
touching and funny ‘seduction’ Evelyn.” After the 
usual preliminaries there some protestation Eve- 
lyn’s part, make proper they first become en- 
gaged before they start their way upstairs. Not long 
thereafter they are married simple ceremony. 
While Paul’s progress rather meteoric cannot 
said that there are any stellar qualities about The 
Angers Spring. Reduced its essentials does not 
shape much more than over-expanded short 
story. Perhaps that the author’s forte, since seems 
have had some success with that medium. But 
the present undertaking has larded his pages with 
lengthy dwellings marital relationships, well 
inconsequential detour into Paul’s first experiences 
local “house,” before leading the evitable 
blackout between the hero and heroine. full- 
length novel The Angers Spring just does not add 
up, and with the market already cluttered with 
enough “small time” reading material, how much more 
can take before becomes saturated? 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D. 


Gerlach, Heinrich The Forsaken Army 
Harper. Feb. 384p. $3.95. (IIb) 

The battle Stalingrad the winter 1942-1943 
mains epochal the history military defeats, mass 
sacrifice and suffering, and blundering leadership. The 
story that humiliation for the German Army needs 
garnishment emphasize the horrors which were 
faced daily for several months the besieged German 
and Roumanian soldiers who were forsaken the 
altar Hitler’s monomania against strategic retreats. 
would pleasure say that Heinrich Gerlach, 
one the survivors the debacle, has made lasting 
contribution the memory “the forsaken army” 
Stalingrad since has obviously labored painstakingly 
write this novel. But Gerlach seeins have tried 
too much with his limited abilities. 
Tolstoi, Remarque, Hemingway. The result 
wildering patchwork characterizations incidents, 
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tegic and political judgments, which involve all ranks 
soldiery their sufferings, high-level conferences, 
cryptic conversations dug-outs, occasional flashbacks 
ante-bellum Germany, and descriptions logistical 
moves which defy appreciation the absence maps. 


Gerlach had concentrated the experiences 
few men, his novel might well have been exciting 
account. This man has story, however, which might 
have been better expressed had simply set down 
his memoirs. The true experiences, told one 
the few survivors Stalingrad, would far more 
effective than the admixture fact and fiction which 
presented this work. This reviewer would recom- 
mend Forsaken Army for those need non-habit- 
forming soporific. 

Francis Gannon, 

Milton, Massachusetts 


The Scientists 


Lipsky, Eleazar 
375p. $4.95. 


Appleton-Century-Crofts. 
(Ila) 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—February 


seems that the publication novels this 
our day has become enormously complicated all the 
great considerations which the academic world has 
raised about the whole theory fiction. does not 


Jan. 26, 1959. 


appear sufficient for author tell cracking good 
story very well. must have deeper, more searching 
significance. believe this error. Were you 


believe the dust jacket The Scientists, you would 
find that this “more than thrilling story. 
concerns not only the day day existence one par- 
ticular scientist, but the moral problems which confront 
all scientists and all men.” believe that the author 
this immortal prose stark raving insane. 


The Scientists the story professor who has made 
monumental discovery the field antibiotics. 
Money and fame are heaped upon him and upon his 
school. Until former professor his quietly informs 
the school that the creator the new cure, and 
puts his own disposition the money which has 
piled gigantic heap. Immediately there are the 
innumerable little shifts loyalty, shifts which leave 
poor David Luzatto far out the cold, suspected, 
watched, envied, while knows full well that the 
discoveries are his and only his. And the plot works 
the final resolution the fight between the two 
giants the intellectual world. 


marvelously interesting story, told beautifully 
thorough professional who even makes the flashbacks 
interesting. paced well, pieced together beauti- 
fully, and, manages keep the credibility fair- 
high. And for that reason recommend most 
enthusiastically any adult reader fine fiction. 


But fail see any hidden significance below above 
beyond the story line. The characters are well, but 
certainly not spectacularly well drawn. The problem 
and the problem makes fine reading. But that 
all is. The very nature the subject matter, the 
conflict between honesty and sheer thievery too 
limited the scientific life make the novel more 
Meaningful. excellent story. Nothing else. 
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not led away from the book. You will probably 
like very much. But not into with the idea 
finding hidden significance. think you will have 


long search. 
Frank O’Gorman 


Wallop, Douglas 
What Has Four Wheels and Flies? 
Norton. 192p. $2.95. 


The man who made goldstrike with his previous 
The Year the Yankees Lost the Pennant, (later musical 
and movie Damn Yankees), has gone all coy trying 
say something sensible about the dangers speeding 
and the desires the Detroiters make cars easy 
drive more and more will drive cars. His plot 
have old English Bull (dog) comfortably enjoying 
legacy from his late mistress decide that cars simple 
enough for child five drive should simple 
enough for dogs master. assembles number 
similar canines and puts them through their paces 
with specially built models. The whole thing gets 
awfully boring and turns just silly, spite the good 
intentions. 


Tilsley, Frank 
Reynal. Jan. 13,1959. 252p. $3.95. (Ila) 


1797 during the early years the Napoleonic wars 
the British frigate Regenerate found herself the 
Mediterranean cut off from disappeared fleet and sur- 
rounded only enemies. But more than that she 
found herself staggering under the weight the feud 
between the flogging First Lieutenant Scott-Padgett, 
who had influential connections the Admirality, and 
Captain Crawford, moral man brought out retire- 
ment for this command and anxious keep his record 
clean the face Scott-Padgett’s erratic brilliance. 
Crawford believed that the best ship was “happy 
ship” where the officers did their best ameliorate 
the almost unbearable conditions under which crew 
lived while sea; Scott-Padgett thought only terms 
efficiency enforced through the fear engendered 
cruel discipline with thought human rights but 
only his own career. Aboard also were the common 
seamen, Vizard, Evans and Stanhope, the first con- 
summate leader men, the second brutal mob leader 
and the third terrorized but intelligent former fop 
who had been pressed into the service. While the ship 
had been moored Spithead, Vizard and Evans had 
been leading planners fleet-wide mutiny designed 
improve the common sailor’s lot and planned 
universal basis escape the brutal death usually meted 
out for mutiny. But when the Regenerate put sea 
before the effective date the mutiny they were forced 
concentrate solely the organization their own 
ship preparation for future opportunity. Stanhope 
had been taken into the ship’s council because his 
ability frame petitions language the others could 
not handle. 


was this atmosphere, charged with tensions from 
above and below decks, that the Regenerate found her- 
self stranded the Mediterranean and forced flee 
alone before the French fleet. While escaping she cap- 
tured French merchant ship carrying Col. Giraud, 
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technical adviser who knew Napoleon’s plans for 
invasion England, and his wife Anna. the action 
Crawford was wounded and Scott-Padgett took over 
command the ship. The appearance Anna, who 
was visibly anxious escape hated husband, set 
counter-currents activity which culminated suc- 
cessful though unplanned mutiny during which Evans 
killed Scott-Padgett needlessly and for revenge. 


Vizard assumed command the ship, restored order 
and sailed her back meeting with blockading 
squadron off the west coast France where the muti- 
neers hoped effect orderly negotiation their 
grievances with the commanding admiral, using the 
French Colonel bargaining point. But the aura 
absolutism surrounding the captaincy together with the 
desire for Anna worked upon Vizard that, even 
though all demands were met because prior suc- 
cessful mutiny Spithead, persuaded the men 
adroit falsehoods sail for America pirates. When 
only Stanhope proved brave enough appeal the 
crew effort block Vizard’s plans the latter had 
him triced the gratings where Stanhope died 
terror. Only the appearance French man-of-war 
enabled the British recapture the Regenerate and 
hang Vizard. 


story mutiny under the intolerable conditions 
seaman’s life this well planned and crisply 
written endeavor. tale conflicting personalities 
less competently but still adequately done. Treat- 
ment certain sadistic aspects cruelty restricts the 
book adult readers. 


Wolf, Ph.D. 


Dance the Volcano 
Sloan. 


Chauvet, Marie 
Translated from the French Salvator Attanasio. 
Jan. 14,1959. 376p. $4.50. (I) 

“Here the story two little girls color richly 
endowed with talent. Smiling, they broke path for 
themselves through the barriers erected against their 
race. Upsetting the pattern prejudices, jealousy and 
hatreds the colony, they reached the summit glory, 
toward which heights they were borne the ebullient 
enthusiasm admiring crowds. This quotation 
from Jean Fouchard prefaces this historical novel 
eighteenth century Haiti. 


Mme. Chauvet’s novel seethes with hatred moves 
with drama and tenseness reminiscent Frank 
Yerby’s writings. Her characters are warm, alive, and 
passionately human. The sequence events related 
with logic and instinctive insight that all too 
rare today’s novels. Mme. Chauvet writes though 
she herself had experienced the misgivings and the 
emotional shocks suffered the 
Minette. 


The two sisters, Minette and Lise, daughters freed 
slave and white planter and born the days when 
was illegal teach slaves read, knew the pangs 
discrimination early childhood. secrecy they 
studied and absolute secrecy they took singing lessons 
from Mme. Acquaire, white Creole and actress 
with the theatrical company Port-au-Prince. The 
extraordinary quality Minette’s voice won her 
place the company. Despite her acceptance the 
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members the troupe and her overwhelming success 
with the public, Minette met face face the blind and 
shocking unfairness that marked the whites’ treatment 
Negroes. Still her teens, she was convinced that 
nothing life could obtained “pasively folding 
one’s arms and deploring things” she decided face 
life and defy it. She reached for success the 
Comédie; she sought completion her love the 
person freed Negro slave owner; her 
ment and despair, she submerged herself and her inner 
conflicts the cause the freed slaves; she lost her 
mother and her sister the massacre; she witnessed 
the signing the decree granting all men color full 
civil and political rights. 


Mme. Chauvet, herself Haitian, has written novel 
based historical documentation. This history 
its most palatable form and should please both those 
who read history but seldom read novels 
who read novels but seldom read history. The mature 
high school senior will enjoy this. 


Carmen Collier 


Jackson, Walk With Peril 
Putnam. Jan. 287p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Shakespeare wrote one his immortal plays this 
same theme, the English King Hal and the battle 
Agincourt 1415. not, however, overworked 
theme, and this reviewer considers most happy 
choice background for novel. Henry person 
compounded wonderful legends and more won- 
derful historical facts that surprising more books 
are not written about him. 


The present piece historical fiction will not achieve 
the immortality the Shakespearean not 
objective accurate enough really good history; 
and has certain shortcomings language and plot 
that keep from being really good spite 
this, however, the reader may find considerable enjoy- 
ment with this tale, especially with its wonderful 
count Henry’s French campaign—unless the eccen- 
tricities style disturb him, they did this reviewer 
for time least—or unless the anti-Catholic bias 
the authoress irritates his soul too much. 


The story centers Welsh Squire who has set out 
win himself the golden spurs knighthood the 
service the King. His name Robert Fairfield— 
sometimes called, rather ludicrously, perhaps, 
Eyed Rob,” and sometimes, rather meaningless, “Robert 
Heartless.” romantic interest supplied Con- 
stance, daughter London merchant. Constance, 
however, does not have the virtue suggested her 
name. For though she very quickly, too quickly, and 
unashamedly falls love with Blue-Eyed Rob, and 
protests she will not marry the old man whom she 
betrothed, she does through with the marriage 
soon Robert out the country. 


Robert has gone France with the English Army. 
soon becomes favorite the King’s brother, the Duke 
Clarence, and distinguishes himself the victorious 
siege Harfleur. But also incurs the 
enmity Henry’s cousin, the Duke York, who dis 
covers that Robert secretly Lollard, and such, 
subject burning for heresy. York turns over the 
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King Robert’s Bible. Because his valorous 
service Henry Harfleur and the desperate battle 
Agincourt, and because his loyalty the King 
previously, the time the Scrope plot, Robert not 
only spared the King, but knighted and taken into 
his personal bodyguard. Robert’s old enemy the 
Duke York slain Agincourt, and with his coming 
into the royal favor despite his Lollardry, Robert’s 
“walking with peril” ended. 


The romantic side the plot weakly resolved 
Robert’s reflection that the aged husband Constance 
will not live too long ,and that his vow never marry 
any maid will not broken wedding widow. 
Thus comforted, rides behind King Hal Calais, 
and the remote prospect being able eventually 
live happily ever after with Constance. 


Since the book permeated with anti-Catholic preju- 
dice, times offensively so, merits only limited 


recommendation. 
Rev. Ira Richard Still, 
Mentor, Ohio 


Marsh, Ellen Unarmed Paradise 
Macmillan. Jan. 27,1959. 307p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Ellen Marsh’s third novel belongs the amorphous 
school modern fiction, which, like the old chronicle 
play, reports realistically block events with little 
ordering details. derives its interest from group 
bohemian drifters the Parisian left-bank without 
much pretension suspense climactic gradation. 
Perhaps its chief value its showing, content and 
method, that both life and fiction benefit from upward 
toil clear goal. 


The story centers tempestuous love affair between 
Carmian Wills, American poetess visiting Paris, and 
Dima Koubyankov, Russian refugee employed the 
theatre when his temperament erratically permits. 
Grouped around this pair strange coterie ever 
turned under stone: Boris, schizophrenic machine 
for destruction; Jean-Philippe, drunkard, publisher, 
former member the S.; Lala, Dima’s utterly fan- 
tastic mother, who tyrannizes over menage disorderly 
beyond the wildest imaginings opium dream; 
Denise, Dima’s estranged, whiplash wife; Choukin, an- 
other Russian expatriate ambitious possess Carmian’s 
favors; and other assorted eccentrics with neither roots 
nor purpose life. 


Carmian befriends Dima giving him lodging her 
apartment, and from this initial acquaintance develops 
deep but stormy devotion while Dima awaits divorce 
from broken marriage. Emotionally they alternate 
between the heights and the depths; physically they 
suffer through poverty, mountainous unpaid debts, ill- 
miscarriage, and the hazards living the 
fringe the law. Periodically the relationship erupts 
into violent beatings and estrangements, followed 
and new hope. Occasionally, too, Carm- 
escape through drink, and 
hashish another girl. 


the time the divorce finally comes and chance for 
America develops, Carmian realizes 
their bonds will never mature. Dima then prostitutes 
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himself wealthy Swiss girl, goes tweedy, glossy, and 
shallow with material success. Carmian, still loving 
the self threw away—blue denims, dirty face, sly 
living wit—prepares return home. 


For all its colorful accentricity and the striking realism 
with which the book recreates the art colony, the gen- 
eral effect drab and dispiriting. The few moments 
laughter are offset the tragic picture man 
who has home and spiritual anchorage, and 
the waste talented girl who tries follow him 
when has nowhere and sense direction. 
Thus Dima and Carmian swing between ecstasy and 
despair, from love beating. Not only are they un- 
armed—they are unanchored, homeless, and goalless; 
and without these values paradise proves wilderness 
enow. One can neither admire Dima’s invertebrate 
character nor fully fathom Carmian’s devotion it, 
but both qualities are strikingly drawn and have lesson 
about the need love, faith, and hope life that can 
discerned, perhaps enjoyably, amid the moral irregu- 
larities adult readers. 


George Graule, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Kaufman, Sue The Happy Summer Days 
Scribner. Feb. 313p. $3.95. (III) 


There something unusual and strange about reading 
The Happy Summer Days late January snow covers 
the walk outside your window. But then perhaps 
not quite odd the assortment characters 
accompany this fictionalized vacation. The place 
island resort, (could Fire Island?), which 
have come several young married couples, some with 
their children and mother’s helpers, and the compla- 
cent bachelor and the woman painter separated from 
her husband. 


Analyzing the behavior these people difficult 
judge whose more infantile and idiotic, that the 
adults that Kathy Albert, the sweet-sixteen ager 
accompanying the Russell family. Child divorced 
couple herself, Kathy, supposedly all innocence and 
naivete, senses the oddity the carrying among the 
grown-ups. Her mother, who comes visit her each 
Thursday, calls them unnatural and threatens take 
her daughter home each week. 


And what all the fuss Well, the first place, 
Anne husband, architect, only gets the 
island weekends. However, his bachelor friend, 
George Duncan, not only spends his vacation the 
island, but manages play the role Anne’s com- 
panion (or Tom’s stand-in) very well. fact, when 
Mr. Albert, visiting Kathy her sixteenth birthday, 
witnesses Anne and George situation, not quite 
compromising, yet not very Platonic either, and then 
ponders upon his daughter’s remarks, writes letter 
Tom Russell about his wife and friend. Tom, just 
back from business trip Denver, where had time 
savor the pleasures his client’s daughter, rushes 
Anne indignation and the two put big scene. 
Happily the couple settle their score and oblige Kathy 
apologize writing letter explanation and re- 
traction her father. the meantime discover 


446 


that George’s real interest Caroline Fry, actress, 
whose lawyer husband, Frederick, seems intent 
spending his vacation the enjoyment his marital 
rights anytime and anywhere. Add these, Polly 
Logan, the painter, trying drown her weak will and 
mind drink until the vacation works its magic and 
she invites her estranged husband the island retreat. 


These are the people who are supposedly having good 
time during the happy summer days. The blurb refers 
this novel serious comedy misunderstanding. 
And sense, all very correct, since everyone 
these characters misunderstood the others. But 
the tragedy the whole affair that their amoral way 
living, warped attitude toward marriage, cynicism 
and fraudulent manner are all too uncomical. They 
are sad lot misfits, given endless round 
parties, drinking, inane conversation and make-believe 


sophistication. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 


Hubler, Richard Gibson 
The Shattering the Image 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Jan. 23, 1959. 372p. $4.95. (IV) 


“Tt was certain condemned—thus guaranteeing 
public.” the author, Richard Gibson Hubler, believes 
these words wrote and wrote with these words 
mind, then has achieved his goal and assured him- 
self public. can think reason for recommend- 
ing this novel, The Shattering the Image, anyone. 


Nick Sonnenberg’s whole life was dedicated making 
motion pictures and giving the public what claimed 
sex, sympathy, and maybe little reli- 
gion and slapstick make them happy.” Nick Son- 
nenberg received his education from the movies. 
pioneered them. lived them. rose the top, 
executive. gathered the glory and the plaudits 
for the hits, and evaded the responsibility and shifted 
the blame for the bad ones. But run bad ones 
cast him the role has-been. Unable face dis- 
illusionment drove over hill and 
crashed his death. 


Nick Sonnenberg’s nostalgia for the old days, series 
flashbacks, covers the history the Hollywood 
movies, recalling personalities and pictures the silent 
days, and the impact sound. Television creates 
new frontier for exploration and experimentation and 
new Hollywood. 


Interwoven with the story Nick Sonnenberg’s rise 
Hollywood are several subplots involving writers, 
actors, actresses, and the people surrounding them, all 
whom seem chiefly concerned with the pursuit 
happiness symbolized sex. 


Richard Hubler man wide experience: writer, 
Marine Corps officer, Navy Photo Command, film pro- 
ducer, contributor major magazines, author several 
books. seems doubly pity that author with this 
experience and with the facility with words that Mr. 
Hubler evinces should waste his talent for convincing 
reporting vulgarism and obscene description. Would 
Mr. Hubler have believe that one Hollywood 
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lives moral That life governed entirely 
animal instincts and desires? 

This novel contributes nothing literature 
ing the history the motion picture industry. has 
realistic value. 


Carmen Collier, 
Canada, California 


Grossman, Alfred Acrobat Admits 


Feb. $3.50. (IV) 

This sordid first novel marks the unhealthy, unwelcome 
appearance new, rich, loamy, smelly pornographic 
talent. Acrobat Admits seems this reader not only 
sadistic satire some the follies our times, but 
also (the book’s the man), something naked con- 
fession. Written with stained and stenchy rapier 
rather than pen, slashes away the mask the writer 
wears, exposing the mediocrity, the emptiness, the gold- 
lust and fears beneath. All this done with such 
irreverent and blasphemous pseudo-wit and cheap 
scene originality, that reader can miss the message 
decadence. one page alone twenty-one 
sions blasphemy, irreverence, obscenity and vulgarity 
are marked. 

Yet conception well execution, this work 
unique: its tale deceit one triple, not merely 
double dealing. Its “hero” detached, calculating, 
seeks only sensual pleasures the passing moment, 
succeeds winning the love two beautiful girls; but 
then the unforeseen occurs: finds himself love 
with one them. This involvement leads with breath- 
taking suddenness murder. the story man 
who, the same time that withholds himself from 
life, stores resentment after resentment against it, until, 
caught off guard and confronted with situation for 
self-respecting person will read this thing. 
sponsible publisher should have printed it, and self- 
respecting, responsible man would write thing akin 


Acrobat Admits. 
Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York, New York 


Hale, Lillian The Pearl Bastard 
Jan. 26,1959. 137p. $3.00. (IIb) 


teen-age girl from the Bronx, from poor family and 
cheap tenement the Bronx, heads for summer 
job Montauk and instead taking bus, hitch-hikes 
save the fare. jeans and shirt, with short-cut hair, 
she looks much boy girl. But the trucker who 
has picked her and takes her far the Wailing 
Whale motel follows her the lonely beach and 
saults her. She befriended the proprietress 
the motel and stays there after the season, alone, 
bear the child violence. When the child born, 
she gives the sea. Written with restraint but with 
some poetic passion, this odd bit fiction not likely 
win many readers and may make the public wonder 
what the standards the new publishing firm 
George Braziller, Inc., are. Recommended 
adults may read without more harm than wasting 


time. 
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Thomas, Gwyn Wolf Dusk 
Macmillan. Feb. 220p. $3.50. (IV) 
The legend Don Juan Tenorio, Seville profligate and 
libertine nobleman, reworked this novel, published 
England The Love Man. depicts Don Juan 
the close his career, imprisoned his worldly uncle, 
bishop the Inquisition, and left rot for some 
months. Freed his enemy, the corrupt governor 
province, Don Juan becomes the trusted 
assassin. After final series deus machina twists 
Don Juan united with the one woman who wanted 
restore him health. 
The language not overly objectionable nor are there 
scenes the type which the jacket and advertising 
would lead one expect. There appears 
reason for publishing this novel nor there any for 
reading it. 

Eugene Willging, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


von Tessin, Brigitte The Bastard 
McKay. Feb. 16,1959. 724p. $4.95. (IV) 


this book sells will largely because its title. 
Despite rave reviews the foreign press, this smutty 
novel historical setting proves utterly dull, 
sluggish, melange passion proxy. 


The cleanest characters the book are the bastard 
himself and the abused Huguenot wife the Catholic 
Gaston Racon, the free-loving count, 
emerges from the pen Miss von Tessin the epitome 
sensuality. His careless abandon drives love out 
his wife’s heart and she feigns illness refuse him the 
ordinary marital relations. The count’s harshness 
estranges him from his legitimate sons and his subjects. 
His ugly countenance and disposition make his mis- 
adventures with mistresses short-lived and varied. 


woman can write Miss von Tessin does and 
expect excused the score “realism.” The 
authoress doesn’t even spare the children whose minds 
and actions are almost filthy their elders. 


The work set the Seventeenth Century, but 
all part the modern concept free and easy love 
and let live. Seeking whom she may besmudge, Miss 
von Tessin drags the reader through every convenient 
manure pile. female Mickey Spillane from Bavaria, 
she deserves have her “literary” effort rated 


worst seller. 
Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap., 
St. Lawrence Seminary, 
Mt. Calvary, Wisconsin 


Clue-Works 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Brown, Fredric The Late Lamented 
Dutton. Feb. 12,1959. 192p. $2.95. (IIb) 

Hunter and Hunter, uncle and nephew operating 
Private detectives Chicago, are set solve the mys- 
tery Jason Rogers’ emblezzment $46,000. This 
involves getting know his orphaned daughter Wanda 
and some black characters who seem threatening 
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her. Some the most inane trivia pads out this pedes- 
trian effort which tries hard sophisticated all 
get out and succeeds being boring. 


Booton, Kage Place Shadows 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 2,1959. 215p. $2.95. (Ila) 


Lisa Hamilton died poison six years before Lennith 
returned the Hill’s country home after serving 
London statistician. Was suicide murder? 
Lennith’s announcement that she had received and 
kept letter written her Lisa the day she died 
sets off chain accidents that eventually culminate 
attempt Lennith’s life. Improbable, but well 
paced, this will likely not keep you guessing too long, 
but will keep you reading the end. 


Lanham, Edwin Double Jeopardy 
Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 4,1959. 255p. $3.50. (Ila) 
Mike Stewart marries Stella, widow accused but ac- 
quitted the murder her former husband. his 
home Menasset the Connecticut shore, attempt 
made his life and Stella under suspicion; and 
more suspicion falls her when her foster-sister 
found murdered after threatening the District 
Attorney with change story. Well plotted and 
written, this better than average mystery fare. 
was serialized the Saturday Evening Post Married 
Murder. 


Bingham, John Murder Plan Six 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 2,1959. 176p. $2.95. (1) 

Tom Dempster called publisher Victor Hartmann 
listen tape recording boastful murderer 
calmly confessing murder intends commit, 
but does not reveal the names his victim himself. 
The problem track down the potential murderer 
before can put his ingeniously detailed plan into 
effect. ingenious plot, with some edge-of-chair sus- 
pense. 


Walsh, Thomas Dangerous Passenger 
Little, Brown. 210p. $3.50. 

begins with taxi-cab war, gets into briefcase which 
contains enough evidence send powerful man 
prison for long time, then suddenly deep murder. 
Dennis Malone determined that the fair girl’s father 
shall not suffer unjustly, and sets out take him off the 
hook. almost ends hanging it. Walsh 
good plot, but think overwrites the opening 
the story, and just doesn’t hang together the way 
good detective story should. Sorry. didn’t move us. 


Nisot, The Sleepless Men 
Doubleday. (Crime Club Selection) Feb. 19, 1959. 189p. 
$2.95. 

Mark Penmare, English writer, overhears few snatches 
conversation New York bistro, and finds himself 
the middle all sorts intrigue, murder, and may- 
hem. Very well written, opinion, and just the 
sort for light evening’s reading. There attempt 
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make any more than fine detective story, told 
with the limits credulity thrown out the window, 
and all comes off fine. like it. 


Curtis, Peter Question Murder 
Doubleday. (Crime Club Selection) Jan. 22, 1959. 192p. 
$2.95. 

When Emma Plume receives brief note thanks 
and cheque from her former employer—rather the 
husband her former employer—she becomes very 
troubled, and not little suspicious. The story then 
goes back said husband, and takes the tale 
love for one woman, but marriage another for the 
wealth involved. comes with most ingenious 
plan marry the one really loves. And the story 
shifts her telling. And finally back Emma for 
her bit, and finally hubby for the ending. well 
done, with plot that fairly acceptable, and end- 
ing which neat. enjoy this. 


Scherf, Margaret Never Turn Your Back 
Doubleday. (Crime Club Selection) Feb. 1959. 191p. 
$2.95. 


This has one the neatest opening scenes I’ve come 
across recently. And out the opening scene you get 
dislike certain fellow who shortly delivered 
box, stone cold dead. the story progresses, with 
the very unusual introduction Episcopal clergy- 
man into the middle the murder plot. Father 
Brown, but very acceptable fare. Drags spots, but 
gets the story told moderately good time. Not the 
best. Still pretty good. 


Dead Summer 


Gill, Josephine 
192p. $2.95. 


(Crime Club Selection) 1959. 


judge drops dead while pleasant camping and 
fishing expedition. all very sad until another 
death clearly murder and they back check 
the judge again. You guessed it. Before the story 
ends there are lot people very much concerned, 
and one lovely couple falling deliciously love. 
all very pip-pip, and the conclusion absolutely 
breath-takingly obviously logical. Good reading. 


Endore, Guy Detour Night 
Simon and Schuster. (An Inner Sanctum Mystery) 
186p. $2.95. 

Guy Endore experienced writer who set out 
tale which well calculated keep you sus- 
pense. keeps you all, he’s way ahead the 
game. The story centered around old murder 
which dug gradually throughout the book, 
finally laid starkly upon the table, and then kicked 
under the rug. I’m sure the author put in- 
credible amount time making this all very significant, 
but just manages become monumental bore. The 
ending the goofiest I’ve come across since one Grace’s 
Give This Day. anybody else reads it, will 
astonish me, and slightly grieve me. There probably 
short short story somewhere the nearly two hun- 
dred pages. Endore didn’t find it. 


Best 
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Alderman, Clifford Lindsey 
Joseph Brant, Chief the Six Nations 
Messner. Sept. 1958. 192p. $2.95. 


brave 13, protégé General William Johnson, 
student the white man’s school, and Christian, 
(first Congregationalist and then Anglican), the 
Mohawk Thayendanegea came known Joseph 
Brant. adopted white men’s customs and white 
men’s values, particularly the idea strength through 
unity. But his attempt unite the Iroquois tribes 
the hope saving their lands from the newcomers 
failed. Nevertheless, his life was exciting and full, 
what with the important part played the French 
and Indian and the Revolutionary wars, and with three 
trips London where was the rage the fashion- 
able world. And his services his people were great, 
though they underrated him. This story-biography pays 
full tribute his qualities leadership and his 
term planning for his people, and stoutly maintains 
that not Brant but Walter Butler was responsible for 
the Cherry Valley massacre. Dialog and certain pad- 
ding incidents are worked into the account, the former 
the stage where occasionally the book seems bit 
“talky.” However, boys 12-16 will enjoy and 
admire the central figure. 


Time for Tankers 


Armstrong, Richard 

Day. Jan 192p. $3.00. 
Seventeen-year-old Gregg Harris, apprentice seaman 
cargo ship the Persian Gulf, was disdainful 
tankers and their part shipping. preferred the 
traditional ship with its varied cargoes destined for 
many ports the dull task carrying oil and from 
uninteresting spots. mysterious explosion crippled 
his ship shortly after leaving Middle East terminal. 
Help from nearby tanker brought the crew safety. 
While laying for repairs Project Six, Gregg 
ceived education the lavish equipment and 
forts up-to-date tankers and the tremendous 
tion involved oil export and loading stations. With 
two young apprentices from the tanker, had plenty 
adventure and excitement when the trio tracked 
down one-eyed Arab and his accomplices intent 
putting Project Six out operation order preserve 
the old way life. good adventure story for younger 
boys, with considerable information about tankers and 
oil operations well feeling for the current unrest 


the Middle East. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Boone, Pat Twelve and Twenty 
Prentice. Nov. 24,1958. 176p., photogs. $2.95. 


The popular and recording star may not known 
most young people active member and worker 
the Church Christ. They will learn from his 
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book how deep his faith and how earnestly makes 
part his daily life. Not that makes thing 
his book; rather, mention church affiliation 
and belief slips smoothly appropriate moments. 
His inspirational message for youth 
chiefly with advice, disarmingly given, about growing 
up, young love (he doesn’t flatly disapprove going 
steady but thinks best reserved for upper high 
school years), happy home life, friendship, work, habit 
formation (he advises against smoking and drinking), 
and belief God. Interwoven into the message 
good deal open comment about his own life and 
family, and great deal anecdote, plus occasional 
bits apt verse and doggerel. The ethical principles 
stands are sound and sensible, and the fact that 
they are expressed much admired young performer 
may provide some carry-over the teen-age reader. 


Eifert, Virginia Snider 

New Birth Freedom: Abraham Lincoln 

the White House 
Illustrated Manning DeV. Lee. 
209p. $3.00. 
Concluding volume the biographical fiction series 
which began with The Buffalo Trace and included also 
Out the Wilderness, Three Rivers South, and With 
Task Before Me, this covers the Presidential years, 
its title suggests. Necessarily, good many pages 
the conduct and fortunes the Civil War, the dis- 
sension the North and the scurrilous attacks the 
Lincolns, and the fear Washington’s capture 
Southern forces. Plot conflict slight. However, the 
domestic side Lincoln’s life—the pranks his undis- 
ciplined children and his wife’s steadily increasing in- 
played up. Much made Lincoln’s 
fondness for the madcap Colonel Zouaves, Elmer 
Ellsworth, whom loved like son. The Gettysburg 
Speech gets whole chapter; the President’s recurring 
omnious dreams are made forecast his assassination. 
Since the major content the book has been widely 
known for generations, there not here the remark- 
able feeling freshness and pleased surprise which 
characterized the reading the earlier volumes. Nor 
the picture Mary Todd Lincoln kindly that 
shown Ruth Randall her well-researched biog- 
raphy, Mary Lincoln. For young readers, however, the 
book pleasant introduction the critical years 
Lincoln’s life and those the whole nation. 


Dodd. Feb. 1959. 


Gamow, George The Moon; (rev. ed.) 
Illustrations Bunji Tagawa; Introduction Harold 
Urey. Abelard. Feb. 6.1959. 127p. $2.75. 
This revised edition retains many the features the 
well received 1953 edition, e.g., the excerpt from Jules 
Verne’s From the Earth the Moon, and discussions 
about the orbit, origin, possibility rocket travel 
the moon, and others. Naturally, data about the arti- 
ficial satellites put into orbit since 1956 are included, 
though there nothing about the two most recent ones. 
Very and simply phrased, the book reviews 
information already pretty well covered score 
ks. However, several speculative fields the au- 
thor disagrees with earlier writers: does not accept 
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Von Braun’s idea space station; believes that 
only atomic energy will provide enough thrust get 
rocket the moon; and thinks unlikely that the 
moon was originally torn away from the earth. One 
the most interesting features pair trajectories 
illustrating the tremendous difficulties computing the 
line flight the rocket must follow. 


Giovannetti, Albert 

Have Pope; Portrait His Holiness 

Pope John XXIII 
Translated John Chapin. 
192p., photogs. $2.75. 
Not addressed directly young people but easily with- 
their scope the first biography the new Pope 
appear. The author conscious the fact that the 
book not formal biography but “sketch the stu- 
dent, the man, the priest, the scholar, the diplomat, 
the pastor souls.” These external phases his 
career are developed the chronological scheme which 
devotes successive chapters his appointments Bul- 
garia, Turkey and Greece, Paris, and Venice, well 
his brief experience the papal throne. Testimony 
from his associates, newspaper comments, and excerpts 
from his own writings are offered, and final chapter 
analyzses his personality, pointing out his simple good- 
ness, optimism and essential kindliness. brief chro- 
nology closes the work. Two blocks revealing photo- 
graphs are included. Most immediate the informa- 
tion contained the book the evidence the long- 
time concern His Holiness has had for the separated 
churches, particularly the Orthodox. view the 
newly announced ecumenical council, this phase alone 
makes the book important for Catholic high school 
libraries. 


Newman. Jan. 23, 1959. 


McGowan, Patricia House Friends 


Bruce. Oct. 28, 1958. 236p. $3.50. 

story the lay apostolate action, this concerns 
the experiences two young sisters who take jobs with 
the telephone company New York. The older girl, 
Jane, college graduate, hopes ultimately for job 
with publishing company. Nancy anxious for 
stage career. Both associate themselves early with 
Harlem’s Friendship House, and Nancy becomes con- 
tent sublimate her stage aspirations teaching the 
little children that institution, while Jane fairly 
quickly obtains her chance with small publishing 
house. Their contacts with Friendship House and with 
Dorothy Day’s Catholic Worker induce them open 
their four-room apartment, (renting for the unbe- 
lievably low sum $28 monthly), house hospi- 
tality for young girls temporarily stranded the big 
city. Jane thinks she might also make the lay aposto- 
late her life work. understanding priest advises 
putting off the decision, fortunate move the light 
the importance young Boston bookseller comes 
assume her life. 


The story steeped the apostolic movement, Cath- 
olic thought and Catholic practice, not sentimentally 
piously so, but wholesomely and 
sented. Many aspects the truly Catholic way life 
enter into the modest plot: the blessing new house, 
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daily Mass, racial integration, the solemn engagement, 
the Christ Room for strangers home, and course 
Friendship House and the Catholic Worker. The char- 
acters are not well handled the message, re- 
maining merely labelled figures throughout the book. 
And although the succession “guests” the apart- 
ment shown varied and spasmodically respon- 
sive and/or ungrateful, hoped the young reader 
realizes that all the generous hospitality was undertaken 
under the guidance and with the advice the wise 
Father Anthony. fresh approach current Cath- 
olic thought, the book well worth adding the high 


school shelves. 


Montgomery, Rutherford and Grover Heiman 
Jet Navigator, Strategic Air Command 
Dodd. Feb. 2,1959. 216p. $2.75. 


Not vocational story, nor yet Service story the 
sense thoroughly describing the training such navi- 
gators undergo, but rather adventure story Bob 
Williams who wanted jet pilot but lost out be- 
cause vision defect. Reluctantly, turned 
navigator training, while continuing his civilian flying. 
Came the time for the SAC Bombing-Navigation and 
Reconnaissance Competition and Bob went along 
navigator lethal When the bomber was over 
Prince Wales Island where the compass does not 
work, the captain-observer the competition revealed 
himself enemy agent who had wrecked the ship 
radios, knocked out the pilots, injured other crewmen, 
leaving only Bob take the controls and find his way 
with the help the gunner the single landing base 
the area. Though won the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for the feat, and the chance pilot after 
all, Bob elected stay with his crew navigator and 
make the Air Force his career. The pace good. 
The details are guaranteed accurate the joint 
author, Colonel the Air Force. And there little 
doubt that boys will find the not-too-original plot ex- 
citing reading, while they pick little information 
about that arm the Services. 


William B., and Nourse, Alan 
Harper. 184p. $2.75. 


member the Washington State Bar, collabora- 
tion with his more experienced writer-relative, describes 
honestly and cautiously the business training for and 
practicing the law. Warning that said business 
long, hard pull and that starting practice always 
slow and uncertain, goes into pre-law schooling, the 
kinds law school curricula, the costs and time re- 
quired, the hurdle the bar examination, opportuni- 
ties private employment and public service for the 
graduate, and for the student who fails his courses 
turns aside for other easons from practice, the oppor- 
tunities outside the profession. recommends strong- 
undergraduate degree before specialized study, 
hard-working determined attitude, postponement 
marriage until the course finished, day preference 
night school possible, advance investigation ad- 
mission requirements for the chosen school 
admission requirements the state where practice 


planned. There stern warning against so-called “law” 
courses undergraduate work, and recommendation 
independent review rather than courses when 
preparing for the bar examination. The book should 
very helpful clarifying ideas for the young person 
considering legal career. 


Ripley, Elizabeth Durer 
Paintings, etchings and drawings Albrecht Durer. 
Pincott. Oct. 8,1958. 68p. $3.00. 

Another the author’s distinguished 
brief famous artists, this follows her customary plan 
fitting page text reproduction the artist's 
work that one complements and explains the other, 
Here have full pages drawings and paintings 
Durer executed, beginning with his self-portrait 
years. Several reproductions Biblical other reli- 
gious subjects are included, are the well known 
“Hare” and the “Hands Apostle,” sometimes 
referred popularly “Praying Hands.” Both the 
comment the pictures and the biographical data are 
sharp and distinctive. Like the others the series, 
beautiful book pore over and return many 
times. 


Katharine 
The Story the Second World War 
Walck. Oct. 1958. 271p., photogs., maps. $4.00. 


member the foreign department staff the 
Economist, who served with the Ministry 
tion during World War II, writes with remarkable con- 
ciseness and clarity the nations, events, and people 
that took part the world-wide conflagration 1939 
1945. Easily within the reach junior high age, but 
with sufficient coverage for senior high voluntary read- 
ing well, the account praiseworthy for its 
tion not bringing out embarrassing details and for its 
brief identifications many heroic acts the part 
individuals. Written English woman, 
tains nice balance between British and American 
achievements, even the point using for 
ing chapter the American edition the attack 
Harbor, with its concluding sentence, “Total war had 
come the American people.” After reviewing the 
aftermath World War and the failure the 
League Nations, the author examines more immedi- 
ate causes the new war: German economic attrition, 
ideas, and Britain’s unpreparedness. Small maps and 
excellent selection photographs with good human- 
interest appeal complete this survey all the theaters 
the war. 


Scheinfeld, Amram Why You Are You 
the author. Abelard. Feb. 1959. 


This might have been sub-titled “From Egg 
since begins with account the human its 
fertilization, the chromosomes and genes that make all 
the difference the kind person that results, and 
goes discuss environment and its side effects upon 
tastes and personality, and 
differences, racial similarities, and general adolescent 


changes 
score 
often 
words 
text 
the 10-1 
tions 
ences 
acteristi 
counted 
find 
tion 


Schoor, 
Putnam. 


The aut 
Yankee 

when 
Baseball 
able 
outstand 
baseball 
step 
maint 
years 
shown, 
his 
attitude 
backs, 
mendou: 
cerned. 

advance 
the slow 
youth 
attract 


Shields, 


Crowell. 


plantatio 
was mat 
War 
the 
remnant: 
the 
herself 
back, 
house 
and box 
graph 
silver, 
the 
descensic 
from 
Pitiful 
evil witc 
Visit 
ing 
and Mad 
tact with 


ELLERS 


“law” 
when 


Durer 
Lip. 


plan 
artist's 
other, 
intings 
reli- 
known 
the 
are 
ries, 


War 


people 
but 
read- 
discre- 
for its 
main- 
open- 
the 
and 


You 


its 
ike all 

escent 


15, 1959 


changes boy and girl. Simple line drawings under- 
score what the text says. Addressed ages 8-12 and 
often stopping indicate pronunciation meaning 
words used, fashion appropriate these years, the 
text nevertheless seems scope appropriate for 
the 10-14-year-old group. answers many the ques- 
tions this age concerned with, goes into the question 
heredity length, well into individual differ- 
ences and the reasons for national and social char- 
acteristics where these exist. Young people can 
counted upon interested its contents and 
agreeable amount common sense informa- 
tion which never preachy disconcerting. 


Schoor, Gene Mickey Mantle the Yankees 
Putnam. 190p. $2.95. 


The author ends his biographical account the popular 
Yankee ball-player with his triumphant 1956 season 
when sparked his team’s pennant victory, won the 
American League’s batting crown, was voted the 
Baseball Writers Association the League’s Most Valu- 
able Player, and the Associated Press poll the year’s 
outstanding athlete any sport. Probably teen-aged 
baseball fans know that 1957-1958 Mantle did not 
step into Joe DiMaggio’s shoes, the author consistent- 
maintains would, but are not told what these 
years brought the promising 24-year-old. are 
shown, however, the boy’s training early childhood 
his father’s hands, his own modest and unassuming 
attitude his stardom when only 19, his periodic set- 
backs, particularly the physical disabilities, and his tre- 
mendous drawing power where the fans were con- 
cerned. The author uses great deal dialog 
advance the action his story, fact which will please 
the slow reader. His book will read sports-loving 
youth from junior high on, and may used bait 
attract the older non-reader. 


Shields, Karena The Changing Wind 
Crowell. Feb. 16,1959. 215p. $3.95. 


record the author’s childhood spent rubber 
plantation the Mexican mountains where her father 
was manager for indefinite period before World 
War get picture sensitive child responsive 
the gaudy, lavish natural setting and the mystic 
symbolism the Karivi Indians; thousand-year-old 
remnants the original Mayan settlers. She tells 
the family’s trip Chiapas, Mexico, 
herself child three chair Mexican porter’s 
back, and the household impedimenta carried 
house consisting roof and screens for walls: boxes 
and boxes books, telescope, piano-organ, phono- 
graph and recordings, beautiful chinaware, heavy family 
silver, white damask linens. The primitive condition 
the 800 plantation workers described without con- 
descension, are their medical remedies which ranged 
from pure witchcraft sound herbal practice, their 
pitiful feudal attachment the great plantations, the 
evil witch doctor, the annual sometimes biennial 
Visit priest marry, baptize and absolve, the grow- 
ing political unrest which culminated Diaz’ upset 
and Madero’s taking over (the child twice made con- 
tact with Madero), then Madero’s death and Huerta’s 
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coming power. the time World War broke, 
the wind destiny had changed, the chief the 
Karivis had warned her must, and the family re- 
turned the United States. was the Karivis, hated 
and feared the villagers who held the greatest fasci- 
nation for the child and whom she visited their 
annual encampment the site ancient Mayan 
city the edge the plantation, whose rituals she 
watched and shared limited extent, and who taught 
her detachment and respect for Mother Earth. 


The author particularly happy her description 
trail and jungle, and her feeling for the social and 
spiritual values the Karivis. Her book has the 
quality good, literary adventure story, the same 
time that opens the reader’s eyes the underlying 
significance ancient people and picturesque but 
harsh land. Though not addressed primarily adoles- 
cents, older girls will read with enjoyment. 


Titus, Nancy The Right One 
Lippincott. 191p. $2.75. 


Peg Warden’s junior year high school was momen- 
tous one. She succeeded attracting the attention 
Brett Lawrence who had stepped down from the 
post editor the school paper managing editor, 
upon the return school Ned Conolly, polio victim 
and general favorite. She watched with friendly ap- 
proval the deepening friendship Ned and Tina Forster, 
her best friend. She was dismayed when her sister 
Andrea fell love with Brett’s uncle and broke her 
engagement with young medic. But greatest growth 
came from writing column for the school paper, ac- 
cepeting chance assignment for the town newspaper, 
and emergency taking over the paper with Ned 
critical day. Then when Tina and Brett turned 
each other, she discovered that all along Ned had 
been “the right one” for her. The story flows along 
pleasantly enough, but neither subtle nor deep its 
presentation. Peg’s family relationships are wholesome, 
her actions sound, her decisions right, even when some- 
times delayed. The problem Tina’s divorced parents 
well handled. Some phases the plot are bit 
far fetched and insufficiently motivated. Younger girls 
will enjoy the book but they will not have stretch 
when reading it. 


Trease, Géoffrey Escape King Alfred 


Three English young people, girl and her brother 
who are hostages the Vikings, and former monas- 
tery protégé who fled when the Danes overran his 
countryside, overhear plans two Danish leaders 
capture King Alfred. The girl and one the boys get 
away from the camp warn Alfred, and thereby 
through series hairbreadth adventures. The escape 
gives the author opportunity describe West Saxony 
and its defeated people, the lonely roads, the wolf 
packs, the frightened natives, the old Roman ruins. 
And Alfred’s defeat the hands one the 
Dane’s, the author able show that hunted king 
living the forests, harassing his enemies with hit-and- 
run tactics, and eventually successful defeating them. 
addition are told, but not shown, Alfred’s hopes 
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unifying the island, opening schools and making 
sure each man had his own farm. The story has good 
action and sustains interest throughout, but not 
rich historical details characterization Erick 
Berry’s The King’s Jewel (Viking, 1957), particularly 
its religious background. 


Young Dancer’s Career Book 


Woody, Regina 
Dutton. Sept. 26, 1958. 


Drawings Arline Thomson. 
185p., photogs. $3.50. 

Probably every girl some time other sees herself 
prima ballerina; any rate, books the dance have 
perennial fascination for all girls even though may 
not carry itself careerdom. The faint-hearted and 
anything less than dedicated will deterred from such 
career when they read this author’s frank warnings 
the hard work involved and the uncertainties that lie 
ahead. Nevertheless, the complete coverage the 
subject, from the difference between ballet, modern 
dance and ethnic dance, choreography and dance 
notation, will provide much general information. 
the reader genuinely interested, she (and he) will 
learn how choose dancing teacher, where attend 
dance camp, how get permit from the SPCC 
perform public, where get instruction perform- 
ance only and where get college degree with 
dance major, how about getting job, and what 
special opportunities exist for the dance teacher 
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schools and hospitals. The author herself dancer 
some experience who presently edits the Junior Dans. 
notator Magazine and the “Young section 
Dance Magazine. She appends this book full 
ography books and magazines the field. 


Zarchy, Harry 

Using Elctronics; Book Things Make 
Illustrated the author. Crowell. Oct. 15, 1958. 
diagrs. $2.50. 
Not the least valuable feature this book how 
make electronic items the clear preliminary descrip. 
tion principle, fact and/or process involved. Thus, 
have opening chapter the nature electricity 
which identifies electronics, direct and alternating 
rents, and radio waves; and before the instructions for 
the making vacuum-tube receivers are given are 
told how vacuum tube works. The main content 
consists plans for making some 
from simple crystal detector receiver code 
tice oscillator, with the Internaitonal Morse Code 
thrown for good measure. After chapter basic 
procedures (care tools, how solder, etc.) and an- 
other radio components, get pattern which 
each case lists the parts needed, shows cleancut dia- 
gram two, and gives clear instructions procedure. 
Any boy 12-16 who likes tinker will delight the 
problems set here. 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 
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